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NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME SCHOOL  

 

Special Needs Policy 

 
 

This policy relates to all children at Newcastle-under-Lyme School, including those in the Prep School and the EYFS. This policy is published to 

parents and prospective parents on the School’s website and it is available upon request to parents and prospective parents. 

 

 

 

1. Introduction   

This policy has regards to the Children and Families Act 2014 and the SEN and Disability Code of Practice, 0-25 years January 2015 (SEND Code 

2015) and outlines the essential elements contained within the SEND Code of Practice and the Early Years’ Foundation Stages on the identification 

assessment and reporting of Special Educational Needs (SEND). This policy also acknowledges the importance of the Equality Act 2010, and the 

duty this puts upon schools to ensure discrimination is not apparent in their setting. 
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At Newcastle-under-Lyme School, we believe that all pupils have the same rights of access to an education, which offers equal opportunities for 

all.  This should take account of all individual needs and differences. 

 

SEND is part of the mainstream curriculum delivered by all our teachers, who have a shared responsibility for addressing the needs of all their 

pupils. 

 

This policy has regard to the SEND and Alternative Provision Improvement Plan, March 2023 and  relates to the NULS Accessibility Plan and 

Policy. 

 

1.1 Intention of this Policy 

This policy is intended to outline for parents and prospective parents the provision that is made by Newcastle-under-Lyme School, including the 

Early Years Foundation Stage, for pupils with SEND, an EHC Plan or Statement of Special Educational Needs and for pupils for whom English 

is an Additional Language. This policy refers to pupils with Special Educational Needs [SEN] and those with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities 

[LDD] using the terminology SEND. As addressing individual learning needs is the key to student success, this policy seeks to inform teaching 

and learning throughout the School.  

1.2 The Ethos of the School  

Newcastle-under-Lyme School is an independent day school for pupils aged 2 to 18, academically selective from age 5. We have high aspirations 

and expectations and want all pupils to feel that they are a valued part of our School community, as part of our commitment to help every child 

realise their full potential. We recognise that children have different needs at different times and it is the collective responsibility of teachers within 

School to address these needs and provide for them. Our aim is to help all children at Newcastle-under-Lyme School achieve full access to the 

curriculum including school trips and co-curricular activity and encourage all members of the School to develop an awareness of and respect for 

individual differences and alternative ways of learning. Pupils with SEND have an entitlement to follow our broad and balanced curriculum, which 

is differentiated. This enables them to understand the relevance and purpose of learning activities, experience levels of understanding and rates of 
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progress that bring feelings of achievement and helps the pupil to focus on what they can do rather than what they can’t do and thereby develop 

self-esteem. 

   

This Policy applies to the whole School including EYFS. This document is published to parents and prospective parents on the School’s website 

and is made available upon request to parents and prospective parents. 

 

We aim to: 

 Identify children with SEND 

 Respond to a pupil’s need by offering targeted support and reasonable adjustments to help them fulfil their potential. 

   

This policy seeks to ensure that provision for children with special educational needs is a matter for the School as a whole. The aim is for inclusive 

education for all SEND students at Newcastle-under-Lyme School. As “All teachers are teachers of children with special educational needs” SEND 

Code of Practice: 2015, teachers are aware of SEND students’ individual needs, ensure they have up-to-date knowledge about the implications of 

SEND and implement appropriate strategies in their classroom teaching liaising with SEND specialist(s) to identify areas of difficulty and agree 

appropriate strategies.   

 

1.3 A definition of pupils with Special Educational Needs  

All children have individual needs, however: 

 The Code of Practice (2015) determines that ‘children have Special Educational Needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for 

special educational provision to be made for them.’ 

 Children have a learning difficulty if they: 

a. Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age at NULS. 
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b. Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of 

the same age. 

 

As such, NULS may feel it necessary to respond with adjustments to a child’s education to account for the special educational need. This response 

represents our Special Educational Provision (SEND).  

 

1.4 Special Educational Provision 

 

SEND provision means educational provision which is additional to, or otherwise different from, the educational provision made generally for 

children of the child's age. If a child is particularly talented or very able, the school may respond in accordance with its More Able Policy. If a 

child’s need  to English not being their first language, they should not be regarded as having a learning difficulty just because the language in 

which they are to be taught is different to their native language. In the case the school will process and support the pupil in line with its English as 

an Additional Language (EAL) Policy. 

 

1.5 Staffing  

The School has a Head of Learning Support who overarches learning support across the Prep School and Senior School, for continuity and 

consistency. This member of staff liaises directly and indirectly with teaching staff, senior management and pastoral leaders across school. They 

have general responsibility for monitoring the progress of students with SEND and maintaining communication with their teachers. The Deputy 

Head Academic is the member of SMT with oversight of SEND. The Head of Learning Support also works closely with the Head of Preparatory 

School, in relation to their work with Preparatory School pupils. Some students have complex needs and it is likely that in addition to the School’s 

pastoral response, the Head of Learning Support has a close working relationship with parents and a role with local authority outside agencies 

where relevant.  

 

The role of the Head of Learning Support includes:   
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 To co-ordinate provision for pupils with SEND Day to day operation of the School’s SEND policy   

 Contributing where necessary to the admissions process  

 Contributing to planning and provision for students with other learning needs, to plan and implement strategies for support activities and 

lessons following an external assessment  

 Develop Strategy Cards and plans mapping out how the school will support children with SEND 

 Liaison and advice to fellow teachers and staff   

 In-service training on SEND for staff   

 To maintain records and records of progress specifically   

 To liaise with parents. We recognise that parents have knowledge and experience to contribute to the shared view of a child’s needs and 

how best to support them  

 To seek and respond to the views of the pupils, at all stages, so that they can contribute to the assessment of their needs  

 Liaison and collaborative work with external support services including educational psychologists   

 Co-ordinating provision of extra time or other access arrangements for internal examinations  

 Ensuring that supporting evidence and appropriate access arrangements for external examinations are in place 

 Reviewing progress of students with SEND with teaching staff and senior leader and compiling material to contribute to the Headmaster’s 

and Head of the Prep School’s Reports to Governors as appropriate. 

 

Learning Support Assistants/Teaching Assistants 

The Head of Learning Support is supported by Learning Support Assistants (LSAs), who can go into lessons to support pupils in the classroom if 

necessary, or if appropriate can work one to one with a pupil on a particular skill or subject area. 
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2. Identification of children with Special Educational Needs  

2.1 Admissions 

  

Newcastle-under-Lyme School welcomes any child into our caring and happy environment when we feel we can meet their individual needs. 

 

The method of selection for admission to the School varies according to the age of the applicant (see the School’s Admissions Policy), and is 

designed foremost to assess the child’s potential to flourish within the School’s academic programme. Treating children as individuals is important 

to the School, and we welcome children with SEND provided that we can reasonably give them the support they need in order to thrive.  As well 

as the prospective pupil meeting the School’s entrance assessment requirements, the School must also feel reasonably sure that it will be able to 

educate and develop the prospective pupil to the best of his or her potential. 

 

The School therefore asks the parents of prospective pupils to provide information on any known special needs at the time of application, so that 

the School may arrange such advice and assessments as may be appropriate. The School reserves the right to take specialist advice from third 

parties on such matters, while respecting the sensitivity and confidentiality of such information.   

 

 

2.2 Transition 

  

The special educational needs of pupils within the School may be known before they start or may become apparent at any other time. For pupils 

joining from other schools, the Head of Learning Support is advised of any information provided by the pupils, parent or previous school.  During 

the transition from Year 6 to Year 7, the Head of Year 7 aims to visit children in their primary schools during the summer term before they join 

the Senior School. If appropriate the Head of Learning Support accompanies the Head of Year 7, so that we have an accurate picture of the child’s 

needs before they arrive. This also provides an opportunity to speak to the child’s current teacher so that as much continuity as possible happens.  
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2.3 Identifying SEND  

The Code of Practice determines that ‘children have Special Educational Needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational 

provision to be made for them’. As a school through the admissions process, the input of teachers, pastoral team members, the work of the SENCo 

and LSAs we may identify a child has SEND characteristics via: 

 Observation of consistent behaviour or emotional problems 

 Use of Nursery records 

 Use of baseline testing 

 Use of PIPS 

 Speech and Language difficulties 

 Sensory impairments 

 Immature motor skills 

 Medical conditions  

 Reading and Spelling Assessments 

 Numeracy Assessments 

 Internal Examinations 

 Teachers’ and LSAs’ Feedback and Assessments 

 Concerns of a Parent 

 Pupils ‘perceptions of their own abilities  

 Pupils’ work 

 Screening exercises 

 Limited progress that raises concern despite differentiation being employed 
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Planning for SEND 

 

In providing special help, class teachers and subject teachers could consider varying: 

 Input  

- match work specifically to a child’s previous experiences 

- specifically try to increase pupil’s motivation 

 Task 

- break down task into smaller steps 

- allow more time for completion of task 

- allow different parts of a complete piece of work to be tackled by different children 

- provide extension activities 

 Resources 

- provide different/alternative resources 

- information technology 

 Support 

- consider altering teaching style 

- provide additional help 

- provide greater amount of reward/reinforcement 

- provide greater revision period 

- arrange additional time allocation for tests/exams, where appropriate 

 Outcome 

 Support plan work to allow for differences in outcome. 

 

 



9  

 

Specialist Reports 

If interest in a pupils’ needs advance it may be that the school, or parents, progress the child’s assessment to the undertaking of an Educational 

Psychologist’s report. The school encourages collaboration with parents should such steps be advisable as we seek to support a child together and 

then respond to any diagnosed needs or advised recommendations. 

 

2.4 A Graduated Approach towards SEND support 

Phase 1 – Lower Level Intervention and Support 

If any of the above techniques have enabled the identification of a SEND pupil: 

 Teachers and Support staff should raise the concern with the Head of Learning Support. 

 Staff should provide as much information as possible to support and explain their concern 

 The school will liaise with parents as necessary to acquire further information and establish a close working partnership 

 The Head of Learning Support will undertake any liaison with external agencies should this be appropriate.  

The period following the possible identification of a SEND pupil may also involve the monitoring of work, further in class observation and 

teaching and learning strategies and feedback from teachers will be gathered to enhance this enrich this evaluation period. 

On completion of this period, if a SEND is apparent, the child will have an intervention programme developed and applied. This may either be 

considered to be ‘low level’ and involve in-class provision by teachers or in-class support by additional staff such as Learning Support Assistants 

and be manageable with such lower level input and support. The Head of Learning Support should record this plan and track pupil progress and 

the success of this strategy. 
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Phase 2 – Higher level intervention and SEN Support 

If a pupil continues to encounter difficulties and those staff around the pupil feel they: 

 continue to make limited progress. 

 continue to work substantially below the expected level of children of a similar age 

 have emotional or behavioural difficulties which greatly interfere with the child’s own learning or of that group. 

 have sensory or physical needs and require additional equipment or regular visits for direct intervention or advice by practitioners from a 

specialist service. 

 have ongoing communication or interaction difficulties that impede development of social relationships and cause a barrier to learning. 

 have needs signposting that the pupil should enter the pathway for a possible diagnosis of autism or ADHD. 

In this situation, the Head of Learning Support should after consultation with the Deputy Head Academic or Assistant Head Academic or Head 

of the Preparatory School, liaise with external agencies, parents and staff and the pupil to attempt to clarify whether any further needs are 

identifiable or whether support needs to be revised.  

This may involve higher level small group additional support, individual additional support and any steps or strategies felt necessary and 

appropriate by the Head of Learning Support. The Head of Learning Support will detail this plan on a Strategy Card, share and confirm this is 

appropriate with parents and the pupil and their teachers and begin to record the application of this revised and higher level intervention plan. 

The Head of Learning Support will also gauge whether external agencies’ input is required to assist in the diagnosis of a student’s particular 

needs or the development of an educational plan.  

Phase 3 – The implementation of a Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) 

A small number of children at NULS have an EHCP. This applies when we find SEND support does not adequately meet their needs under 

Phase 1 and 2 of our graduated approach. If this is the case, in liaison with parents, it may be necessary to involve external agencies to consider 

whether a multi-disciplinary assessment may be needed which parents and the school would request from the LEA to assess educational need in 

accordance with the Education Act 1996. This covers all children from Early Years to Sixth Form. 
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To help the assessment by the LEA the school will provide evidence of: 

 the difficulties the child encounters 

 evidence of attempts made to assess need, planned interventions and outcomes  

 provide evidence of the child’s own feelings and views 

 any assessment data 

 advice from outside agencies that may also be relevant 

 information from parents on their feelings and views 

An EHCP may tale several weeks to develop and finalise which parents and the school should both engage with closely. If a plan is issued, it 

will be applied, regularly reviewed in school and by the LEA with progress monitored by the Head of Learning Support. 

Note: The school and Head of Learning Support may feel it is necessary and appropriate to move beyond stage 1 and to stages 2 or 3 directly 

should a particular range of needs and concerns present themselves. 

 

2.5 Types of Need 

As NULS utilises techniques and information such as that above to identify SEND, it will be considering whether a child is experiencing 

difficulties in areas such as: 

Communication and interaction 

 Speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) 

 Autistic spectrum disorders (ASD) 
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Cognition and learning 

 General learning difficulty 

 Specific learning difficulty (SPLD) 

 Moderate learning difficulty (MLD) 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties (SEMH) 

 Mental health difficulties 

 Attention deficit disorder (ADD) 

 Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) 

Sensory and/or physical needs 

 Hearing impairment (HI) 

 Visual impairment (VI) 

 Physical disability (PD) 

 Multi-sensory impairment (MSI) 

   

 

3.0 Support for children with Special Educational Needs   

3.1 The SEND Register 

  

A copy of the list of SEND pupils is circulated to staff at the beginning of every year. This Register records the names, forms and a brief reference 

to the pupil’s SEND. This is a list of those people who at any given time are deemed to need special education provision. The Register includes 



13  

 

those who have an Educational Psychologist’s report, those receiving additional support and those who have a physical disability which needs 

highlighting a special educational need. It will not include pupils who are academically weaker by Newcastle-under-Lyme School standards. Pupils 

who do not have a recognised condition identified by an Educational Psychologist’s report but who have been referred to Learning Support are 

reviewed at regular stages during their school career by the Head of Learning Support who maintains a basic file on each pupil who has been 

referred.  

 

3.2 Strategy Cards  

   

Information from the external assessment and strategies for the classroom are distributed as individual ‘Strategy Cards’ which summarise a 

description of the special educational need and explain the strategies that staff should employ in their lessons to support the child. When the Card 

or Profile is created it is done in consultation with the child, their parents and the advice provided in a specialist report. Parents are invited into 

School annually to meet with the Head of Learning Support or the Learning Support Co-ordinator and, with the child, the Card or Profile is 

reviewed and amended ready for the new academic year. Parents are encouraged to contact the Head of Learning Support at any point in the year 

if they have any concerns at all about their child’s needs. The Card or Profile is stored in a central file in the School’s Intranet so that all teaching 

staff have access to it and it can be amended during the year if the necessary. All staff in the School respond to the strategies on the Card or Profile, 

so there is continuity from lesson to lesson. 

 

The Head of Learning Support has responsibility for ensuring Cards or Profiles are drawn up and for seeing that they are made available to Class 

Teachers and Form Tutors, subject teachers, filed in pupil’s personal files and summarised onto the school database. This is the standard mechanism 

by which SEND pupils, parents and staff are kept informed of the child’s needs and the provision being made. In the Prep School, the Learning 

Support Co-ordinator, in conjunction with the teacher, has similar responsibilities. 

  

The School encourages a whole School approach towards the support of students with a Learning Disability or Difficulty. Each member of staff 

is expected to be aware of the pupils in their groups on the SEND register, to have read the Card or Profile for those pupils and where possible 

make reasonable adjustments within the classroom as suggested by the bullet points listed. All staff are aware of a child’s needs and their teaching 
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should reflect this. The work that is set should be accessible to all and sympathetic to the child’s needs. The use of ICT, where appropriate, is 

encouraged. The responsibility for assessing whether targets have been met lies with the Head of Learning Support, and Learning Support 

Assistant(s) in conjunction with the subject teachers. In addition, the Deputy Head Academic and Head of Preparatory School will also monitor 

progress. 

 

 

 

3.3  Reasonable Adjustments 

Where a student or applicant to the School is able to cope with the academic demands of the School as long as reasonable adjustments can be 

made, the School will strive to ensure that such adjustments are made and that the student is not disadvantaged. Examples of areas where the 

School has, and will continue to make reasonable and practical adjustments, are as follows:  

 Relocating lessons to alternative, more accessible locations (such as ground floors with easy access).  

 The use of electronic devices when required.  

 Providing large print copies and alternative paper colours.  

 Catering for special dietary requirements.  

 The reduction of pupils’ timetables, withdrawal from lessons and/or number of subjects studied. 

Fees The Head of Learning Support have an amount of Learning Assistant time at their disposal to give help where appropriate, either within a 

lesson or by withdrawal.  There is no extra charge for this, assuming standard levels of contract. 

 

Any provision beyond that which is deemed reasonable may incur extra costs. 
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3.4 Students with Physical Disabilities  

Our School is spread across a large site, including a number of old buildings. Adjustments have been made to these buildings to assist with access 

and new building projects conform to regulations as specified by the Equality Act 2010. Specific arrangements will be made for students with 

hearing or visual impairment, following the advice of expert agencies.   

 

3.5 Pupils with a Statement of Educational Needs or EHC Plan   

Pupils with Statements from their Local Authorities, who are suited to the School’s educational offering are welcome. Students with a Local 

Authority EHC Plan (previously known as a Statement of Special Needs) may join the School if they satisfy its academic entry requirements and 

will not be disadvantaged.  The SEND Code of Practice 2015 states that the LA has a statutory duty to monitor and annually review provision for 

all students with an EHC plan, whether they are in the maintained or independent sector.  The School complies with the requirement to undertake 

an Annual Review in conjunction with LA advisors.  In cases where a student cannot access their education at the School owing to their SEND 

and where these SEND have become apparent since they joined, the School may ask the student’s local authority for an EHC assessment to be 

carried out with a view to them receiving an EHCP and accessing additional support to help the student.  

3.6 Access Arrangements 

The Head of Learning Support and the Learning Support Co-ordinator takes full responsibility for the administration and application of 

examination access arrangements. The Head of Learning Support collates evidence of those pupils who are entitled to access arrangements in 

public examinations for the Examinations Officer. Pupils with examination concessions also receive these in internal examinations in accordance 

with JCQ regulations. The Head of Learning Support advises the Registrar on suitable arrangements for entrance examinations should this be 

appropriate. Parents of applicants may be asked to provide additional information on their child’s difficulties or disabilities should this be helpful 

to the admissions process.  
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4.0 Monitoring and Evaluation of Academic Progress and Pastoral Welfare  

 

4.1 Academic Progress 

 

Regular meetings are held between the Head of Learning Support, the Deputy Head Academic and/or Assistant Head Academic and Head of 

Preparatory School. Academic progress and pastoral issues for pupils receiving support are monitored through:  

 School reports  

 Subject and class teachers  

 Parental contact either through parents’ evenings, email, telephone or individual appointments. Where the Head of Learning Support 

contacts parents a written record of such conversations is retained to assist with administering key points and developments. 

 Examination results both internal and external   

 Interim Grades and Reports  

 Information on behaviour and discipline   

Each pupil’s strengths and unique qualities are built upon in order to develop their self-confidence and self-esteem to meet their welfare needs and 

to meet their academic learning needs.  

 

The Head of Learning Support recommends involvement of external professionals where appropriate. Where pupils still have existing legacy 

‘statements’ or have a Education, Health and Care plan (EHC), the Deputy Head [Pastoral], Head of Learning Support, a pupil’s Form Teacher 

and the School Nurse or Head of Preparatory School will liaise with medical and Social Services, and with voluntary bodies. In appropriate cases, 

it may be suggested that a pupil meets where necessary with a Counsellor or School Nurse. The Head of Learning Support, Head of Preparatory 

School and Deputy Head Pastoral work closely with the School Nurse to ensure that appropriate provision is made and that the full progress 

[academically and socially] of the individual pupil occurs throughout their time in the School. Where behaviour targets are set by the School for 

pupils, it is ensured that the pupil’s SEND condition does not mean that they receive less equal treatment than those pupils without SEND 

conditions.  
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4.2 Pastoral Care and Broader Welfare 

  

The School encourages pupils with SEND, through support, to take a full part in the School community and successfully develop physically, 

emotionally, intellectually and socially. The School seeks to ensure that parents and pupils are fully aware of what actions to take should they have 

concerns that a child may be having difficulties at school either pastorally or academically linked to SEND. In addition to meeting the needs of 

pupils in academic and co-curricular provision, the School seeks to ensure that their needs in terms of pupil welfare and pastoral care are fully met. 

It is acknowledged that children with SEND may need extra or different help from that given to other children of the same age. In addition to the 

needs related to thinking and understanding, children with SEND may need additional help as a result of physical or sensory difficulties, emotional 

or behavioural difficulties, difficulties of speech or language or how they relate to and behave with other people in the school setting.  

 

4.3 Attendance 

 

Heads of Year and Key Stage in the Senior School and the Head of Preparatory School receive reports on lateness and absence of pupils with 

SEND [along with those for all pupils] and patterns of lateness or absence are notified to the Deputy Head [Pastoral] or Head of Preparatory School 

following discussion with a pupil’s Class Teacher or Form Tutor. Where patterns appear to suggest that there may be a problem with a particular 

pupil, these are investigated.  

 

4.4 Medical Welfare  

The School has a full-time School Nurse and can organise external agencies to come into School as necessary, as well as being available herself 

for the pupils to talk to. The Autism Outreach Team come into School, for specific children, usually half termly, when there is a child in School 

for whom they need to provide support.  
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The School Nurse has responsibility for monitoring and recording the administration and recording of giving of medication. Where parents advise 

that a pupil requires medication during the school day, they complete a form with information for the School Nurse, who holds the medication and 

administers it according to the guidance provided on the form by parents. This policy applies to all pupils, including those with SEND.  

 

4.5 Role of Governors 

The 1996 Education Act re-iterated that the governing body should do its best to ensure that the necessary provision is made for any pupil who 

has Special Educational Needs. 

 

The Governing body should ensure that SEND provision is an integral part of the School development plan, and that quality of the provision is 

monitored. 

 

The governing body has a designated member with particular responsibility for SEND. 

 

The School’s Governors, Headmaster and all other members of staff have regard to the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 

2015 when carrying out its duties towards all pupils with special educational needs and learning disabilities and difficulties. The most recent 

changes to arrangements for Special Educational Needs came into force from September 2014 with the implementation of provisions from the 

Children and Families Act 2014 and the SEN and Disability Code of Practice, 0-25 years 2015 [SEND Code 2015].  

 

5.0 Pupils for whom English is an Additional Language  

EAL is used when referring to pupils where the mother language at home is not English. We welcome and value the cultural, linguistic and 

educational experiences that multilingual pupils, including EAL pupils, bring to the School. Parents are asked to indicate the main language(s) 

spoken at home when a pupil joins the School.  
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In order to cope with the academic and social demands of the School pupils must be fluent English speakers. Support for EAL pupils is provided 

in accordance with our specific EAL Policy. Where appropriate the School may recommend tuition in English as an additional language and will 

offer to make arrangements for this so that the student is not disadvantaged: there may be an additional charge on the school fees for such support.   

 

6.0 Advanced Educational Needs (AEN) Pupils  

There are a number of pupils who demonstrate high levels of ability, specific gifts and particular talents. It is our aim to make sure that these 

needs are met. A List of AEN pupils are identified and updated regularly, using a variety of data, specific to different age groups across the 

School. 

Within many lessons there are opportunities for some differentiated tasks which provide stretch for the most gifted learners. In some subjects 

where it is seen as beneficial, setting is introduced and different groups work at different speeds and undertake more work beyond that outlined in 

syllabus materials.  

Supporting the work in lessons, many departments arrange clubs which focus on developing the interests which are generated within lessons.  For 

example, some clubs include more advanced practical activities, investigations off syllabus and reading groups for more advanced pupils.  In some 

subjects, more gifted students help with pupils in younger years who may be struggling with that subject. Some departments provide clubs which 

work outside of year group boundaries to help the most able and gifted to develop. 

 

7.0 Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development of Pupils  

 

The school encourages acceptance and promotion of disability issues through its PSHE programme. Acknowledging the benefits to the involvement 

of pupils with SEND in all aspects of school life, where individual support sessions are arranged, these are timetabled overall to avoid pupils being 

removed from assembly or form time. Pupils with SEND are encouraged to be accepted by other pupils and staff in lessons and in non-taught 

House and co-curricular activities. All pupils including those with SEND are encouraged to take a full part in School activities and to take 

responsibility for some activities within the School community. There is a range of ways in which the importance of valuing and promoting 
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diversity and difference are examined, in age appropriate ways, throughout the School including (but not exclusively) the PSHE curriculum, 

assemblies, form tutor time and in the school’s response to incidents of intolerance.  This also further enhances the School’s promotion of British 

Values.    

 

 

8.0 Measures ensuring access to broad and balanced curriculum. 

 

By careful planning, members of staff ensure that the curriculum contains work which is adapted for a pupil with SEND, alongside its delivery. 

As such, the following are implemented within the School: 

 Adaption in the curriculum (‘Planning for SEND’) 

 Variety of grouping systems 

 Support systems, including the possibility of Learning Support Assistants and Teaching Assistants 

 Individualised programme of study 

 Opportunity to have assessment by a multi-sensory teacher, who can then support differentiated curriculum planning and/or an SEND 

Support Plan 

 Opportunity to have individual lessons with an independent multi-sensory teacher 

9.0 Pastoral and Co-curricular 

 

The Deputy Head [Pastoral] with Heads of Key Stage and Heads of Year in the Senior School, Head and Prep Leadership Team of Prep School 

are responsible for co-curricular activities and welfare matters with regard to students with disabilities. The Heads of Sport and the Junior School 

PE and Games Teacher is responsible for matters relating to sports and games.  So far as is reasonable and practicable the school will: 

 Encourage the involvement of students with disabilities in as wide a range as possible of extra-curricular activities, including appropriate 

sports, trips and expeditions and work experience   
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 Special Risk Assessments will be carried out for any student with a disability before he/she takes part in these activities, taking into account 

both their own safety and that of other participants and staff  

 The School will ensure that the appropriate welfare facilities are available for students with disabilities   

 

10.0 Criteria for ensuring the effectiveness of the policy 

 Members of Staff are aware of the needs of all pupils 

 Members of Staff are aware of the procedures regarding children with special educational needs 

 Children are achieving outcomes set in the Individual Learning Support Strategy Card. These should be specific and measurable 

 Parental involvement (and pupils, where appropriate) is maintained 

 Pupil’s self-esteem is raised 

 Review dates are set 

 Parents are satisfied with SEND procedures and policies within the school 

 

11.0 Arrangements for considering complaints about SEND provision 

 NULS recognises the importance of good relationships with parents, including the 

parents of children who have special educational needs 

 Parents are informed about their child’s progress and are involved at each stage of 

assessment, reviews and decision-making 

 Complaints should be discussed with the Head of Learning Support, Head of Preparatory School or Deputy Head Academic in the first 

instance, and if considered necessary involvement with the Headmaster and thereafter the Chairman of the Governors in accordance 

with the whole school complaints policy and procedure 
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12.0 Support Workers 

 

Support workers may be accommodated where Learning Support Assistants and Support Workers who are employed on an individual basis are 

not funded by the school, and are funded by parents or by the local authority if appropriate. 

 

 

13.0 EYFS 

 

In EYFS, the School has regard to the SEND Code of Practice 2015 

 The setting should plan for the four areas of need: communication and interaction, cognition and learning, social emotional and mental 

health, sensory and/or physical needs. 

 They should have a clear approach to identifying and responding to SEND. 

 In addition to the two specific points in the EYFS for formal assessment, there should be monitoring and review of progress throughout 

the early years. 

 Where a child appears to be behind expected levels, a methodology is outlined in the SEND Code 2015 for gathering information and 

seeking “Early help” (see Working Together), if appropriate. The cycle of action: assess/plan/do/review, should be used to create a 

graduated response to needs. 

 Guidelines are given for seeking external help of specialists or requesting an EHC assessment. 

 Decisions to involve external specialists should be taken in discussion with parents and parents should be informed if their child is 

receiving SEND Support. 

 

 

Reviewed by SMT: September 2023 

Reviewed by Governors: September 2023 

Next Review: September 2024 


