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A warm welcome to our fourth edition of the Pre-Med newsletter. In order to bring more varied content,

this publication has a veterinary focus rather than the recent medical focuses. This is a regular publication
to bring you interesting articles that we hope would offer you a step ahead in your journey towards your
dream career. We welcome submissions for material that we can include in subsequent issues.

Vets’ roles 1 society

What society expects and how veterinarians respond does not necessarily coincide. The vast majority of
people look upon vets as people who will cure their animal when it is ill, repair traumatic injuries and
advise on its general wellbeing. This is all true but a Vets role within society covers a diverse range of
integrated roles. They are well-respected members of the community and whilst their animal health role is
recognised it is sometimes not so clear as to their animal welfare role. Education in responsible pet
ownership, advising the local authority on pets in old people's care homes and on the policy that hospitals
should adopt towards animals are all examples of a few strategies that have been advised by vets. Ill or non
advised local politicians and community health workers making decisions about animal welfare can be
detrimental to both the animals and their owners.

In the UK only a veterinarian can give an opinion in a case involving animal cruelty. He or she is an
expert witness. Giving evidence in a court of law can be daunting, particularly if the case is being strongly
defended with a veterinarian on the other side. To become involved in politics at a regional or national
level is more challenging and can be more time consuming but the veterinary profession should and could
do more. By and large politicians and civil servants trust them- they are in a position to provide
independent veterinary opinions that can influence the policy makers. It is important that more proactive
efforts are made to ensure that policy formers and politicians receive the best possible scientific information
and advice. In order to gain this, research vets employed at universities, colleges, governmental agencies,
or in industry are finding new ways to diagnose, treat, and prevent animal and human health disorders.
These veterinarians have made many important contributions to human health. For example, veterinarians:

e Made discoveries that helped control malaria and yellow fever

e Solved the mystery of botulism

e Produced an anticoagulant used to treat some people with heart disease

o Identified the cause of West Nile virus infection

e Developed and refined techniques such as permanent artificial limbs and new treatments for joint
disease and broken bones.

Quick quiz: What is the only animal that cannot jump?



Veterinarians in pharmaceutical and biomedical research firms develop, test, and supervise the production
of drugs and biological products for human and animal use. In addition to a veterinary degree, these vets
usually have specialised education in fields such as pharmacology, toxicology, virology, bacteriology,
laboratory animal medicine, or pathology. Veterinarians also work in management, regulatory affairs,
technical sales and services, agribusinesses, pet food companies, and pharmaceutical companies. They are
in demand in the agricultural chemical industry, private testing laboratories, and the feed, livestock, and
poultry industries. Official Veterinary Services have a vital role to play trying to prevent or control these
diseases. Achieving good animal health standards is essential but promoting animal welfare is also
important. As a profession there should be more awareness of what can be done on the larger stage. Their
expertise in curing sick or injured animals will always be in demand but knowledge of the welfare of
animals and their needs is also unique and we should not be reticent in coming forward. Society expects
veterinarians to be involved wherever animals are at risk or are about to be placed at risk. We must never
be complacent and assume that someone will ask for veterinary advice when it is required. It does not
always happen. Everyone should ask more questions and make sure that they know that Veterinarians are
there and willing to be involved.

Must Reads:

Resurrection Science: Conservation, De-Extinction and the
Precarious future of Wild Things (M.R. O’Connor)

Lucky Dog: How Being a Veterinarian Saved My Life (Sarah
Boston)

In the Shadow of Man (Jane Goodall)

No Life Too Small (Alexis Fleming)

VAT DD THE BUFFALO. SAYTO
Funny Bones 1S SO W 1 16FT FOR COLLEGE?

1. Koala fingerprints are so close to humans’ that they could
taint crime scenes

2. The heart of the shrimp is located in its head

3. Itis possible to hypnotize a frog by placing it on its back
and gently stroking its stomach




4. One species of jellyfish is immortal. It can revert back to its child state after having become sexually
mature, and therefore never dies

5. Elephants have a specific alarm call that means ‘human’

A chicken was given £7, an ant was given £21, a spider was given £28. How much

money was the dog given?

Can you complete this “Veterinary Medicine’” crossword? (see next page)



FAKJLLQDNUOSARTIULULATNTETDTD

G ET ZMHURES P

C HE

R AT 1 ONT J

R ETE V B

NHCETYRANI

C

5 NN NA
O F CDUYMNWVANQ

T A G J JHLUTNRM

ELECXNSIDNUULESBGTEQZDUDIKGYV

E S L UP OH

S P F

I ¢ AT I O NS E

Y T U L M E D

DENEOOVJPAXDIXI KYQRJGBT

EB CEZEPCUCTSENY ZO0OATEZVBE

G S AXLFTUCLAARIRTCIKP

G N T K K

T A B J J R

K ARPCYETLADUGX

I M F A

GPTKJNNLFV IMTAXWHTFTUPIKMDN

I UY Y THULWPS S5 QA

L ZG6GDRJAGJIY S TUWNR

S NR S EQU ERE P

L AETEZOXJ

R FAAGUIXNAIZINIKET CRET CPNNSTDY

MU TEUCPXEWIKXE VX

Uu G vw<«ZUCEHA

cZ LMP I URSNHN

D WK UR I

J M S R
T E S T

U

B WU F
C ROS COPEMY

O GRAPMHYSES S

G AQNKJPSWWTPDV J

B GNH Z G QI B UM
Y OH KNT Z UR A D

w

Q U P HY |

LDTDFTURMGYYDOB O GE

v A C C

NESEFTHERMOMETEIRWUBF

HZ E S P KSRKUNPIXIJIVFMENT CPAWHX

G X F A

A

QY GJ Y OOTWUSQORAS A
C ALE X A MCTZEB L

H X DGUL S J OEUPHYS

cat treats

feline

canine

autoclave
dental

dog treats

microscope
radiographs

medications
pulse

iv catheter

physical exam
respiration

temperature
vaccines

surgery

ultrasound

thermometer
veterinarian

veterinary technician

This crossword is taken from the WordMint- check it out for more puzzles!

Send your funny bones, quick quiz questions, articles, ideas & must reads to caduceus@nuls.org.uk or speak

to Mark EI-Nimr.
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Quick quiz answer: Elephant
Riddle answer: 14 (£3.5 per leg)



